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A rigorous science of the law is distinguished 

from what is normally called jurisprudence in 

that the former takes the latter as its object of 

study. In doing so, it immediately frees itself 

from the dominant jurisprudential debate 

concerning law, between formalism, which 

asserts the absolute autonomy of the juridical 

form in relation to the social world, and 

instrumentalism, which conceives of law as a 

reflection, or a tool in the service of dominant 

groups. As conceived by legal scholars, 

notably those who identify the history of law 

with the history of the internal development of 

its concepts and methods, formalist 

jurisprudence sees the law as an autonomous 


